Social Psychology (Psyc 336)

Independent Study Section – Spring 2012
Instructor: Mark Stasson, Ph.D.

E-Mail:   mark.stasson@metrostate.edu  (Preferred contact method)
Phone (with Voice Mail): 651-999-5830         FAX: 651-999-5822
Office: Midway Center, Suite 101
Mailing Address:
Psychology Department,  Metropolitan State University

1450 Energy Park Drive,  St. Paul, MN 55108-5218
Course Web Page:  http://psyc336.stasson.org 

Participation Deadline!!!  The University has a policy of dropping students who have not “participated” by the end of the second week.  Most of the time, “independent study” is exempt from this policy, but one never knows when enforcement of this policy might change.  Please complete an assignment (introductory test or research experience unit) or e-mail the instructor before the end of the second week.
Competence Statement:

Understand, analyze, and apply the concepts of social psychology.  Know the breadth of areas addressed by social psychology and understand the scientific basis of social psychological theories.  Understand, be aware of, and respect the diversity of human experience and how it impacts social behavior.  Use the principles of social psychology and awareness of diversity to understand the relations among individual, group, societal, and cross-cultural behaviors.

Course Objectives and Goals:
· Understand and be able to apply social psychological theories and concepts.  Demonstrate understanding and ability in written assignments.

· Understand the scientific nature of social psychology and be able to us scientific principles to investigate social psychological phenomenon.  Demonstrate understanding in reviews of articles, research experiences, and proposal. 

· Understand, be aware of, and respect the diversity of human experience and how it impacts social behavior.  Demonstrate understanding in written assignments.

Nature of the Course
As an independent study course, the vast majority of learning is completed at one’s own pace in his or her usual environment.  You should realize that this often requires more diligence than a “normal” scheduled class.  If you would like to get in touch with the instructor regarding any assignment or requirement, please contact him via e-mail (preferred), phone, or U.S. Mail (least preferred).  We could discuss your questions in person, by telephone, or through a series of e-mail messages (or letters sent via U.S. Mail). 

Course goals and objectives are met through Section Exams, research exercises, and a final exam which consists of an integrative set of critical thinking exercises (essay questions to be answered).  While most assignments are tied to a particular course chapter in the text, others are more integrative or global in scope.  The three categories of assignments are designed to assist students in learning the course material independently.  

Course Materials:

The bookstore sells the textbook.

Kassin, S. M., Fein, S., & Markus, R. M.  (2011).  Social Psychology (8th edition). Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company. (Abbreviated KFM;  ISBN10: 0-495-81240-4  OR  ISBN13: 978-0-495-81240-1
Optional: Your textbook has a website with practice quizzes which would help you prepare for Exams.  I HIGHLY RECOMMEND using this site:  http://www.wadsworth.com/cgi-wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20b&product_isbn_issn=9780495812401&discipline_number=24&token=      

A link to this site is available on the course page – http://psyc336.stasson.org 

If you cannot get the books from the Metropolitan State Bookstore, you may try a variety of online or private bookstores.  See the course web site for ideas on alternative book store ideas:  http://psyc336.stasson.org 

There is an E-BOOK option, search www.cengagebrain.com  for “Kassin Social Psychology 8th”

Assignment Categories

Category A: Section Tests.   The textbook has two introductory chapters and then is divided into four Sections, with three chapters in each Section.  There will be a brief written (essay) at-home test for the two introductory chapters (chapters 1 and 2), and then tests for each Section will be taken at the Metropolitan State University Testing Center (see their website at http://www.metrostate.edu/msweb/resources/academic_ss/cae/testing_center/index.html or contact the Center at 651- 793-1460).  Locations and times vary.  In any event, it is best to schedule times to take each Test by contacting the Testing Center at 651-793-1460 (just showing up does not work out well).  The textbook web site has practice quizzes/tests!!
See  http://psyc336.stasson.org/introtest.doc for a copy of the brief “at-home” introductory test

The tests for Section 1: Social Perception (chapters 3-5), Section 2: Social Influence (chapters 6-8, Section 3 Social relations (chapters 9-11), and Section 4 Applying Social Psychology (chapters 12-14) will be closed-book and be taken at the testing center.  These tests will have about 50 multiple choice questions and cover material from the 3 corresponding chapters in the textbook.

NOTE: The practice quizzes on the text website are useful study aids.

Category B: Research Exercises.  You will need to complete ten (10) research exercise units.  These exercises are intended to give you an understanding of the research and applications sides of social psychology.   While “Ten Units” may sound like a lot, some research exercise alternatives count for more than one unit.  The research exercise alternatives include: Internet exercises, completing field research projects, and participating in research (descriptions below).  There are additional alternatives for those who cannot do the exercises listed above (for example, people who cannot use the Internet) – contact the instructor.  You may go to the web site http://psyc336.stasson.org  for more information. Various options appear on the next page.
** Internet exercises (2 research exercise units for each on completed): Go to the website provided, go through the exercise, and write a summary of what you learned from the experience.  Could the Internet application be improved?  Links also provided at   psyc336.stasson.org

  Internet exercise #1: The IAT (goes with chapters 5-6).  This test supposedly measures our

“implicit” associations and attitudes.  May or may not connect with what we do explicitly. Go to http://www.understandingprejudice.org/iat/  and read the introduction.  Take one or more demonstrations, write a brief paper summarizing results within the context of textbook concepts.

  Internet exercise #2: The Prisoner’s dilemma (goes with chapter 8, see Prisoner’s dilemma) the link is  http://serendip.brynmawr.edu/playground/pd.html  Read about the Prisoner’s Dilemma in the textbook FIRST, then play the “game” several times, and relate it to textbook. 

Alternative site if above does not work: http://www.miskatonic.org/pd.html 

  Internet exercise #3: Examine the website for the Stanford Prison Experiment at     http://www.prisonexp.org  by going through the “slide show.”  Answer 4 of the discussion questions to get credit for this exercise. (goes with chapter 12, but also connects with others)

  Others may be posted from time to time at   http://psyc336.stasson.org/research.html
** Media Research Projects.  There are two media research opportunities, a biography option, and a book/film project (1 unit each).  Each of these is described on a page included with the hard copy syllabus in the course packet.

** Social Influence Observation.  There is a social influence observation project worth 2 units, it is described on a page included with the hard copy syllabus in the course packet.

** Research Participation  (Each experience is worth different numbers of units).  The first research participation experience involves completing an online research study and is worth 1 unit.  Other research participation possibilities may pop up during the term.  Contact the Instructor by e-mail if you wish to complete the first experience.

** NetLab Exercises  (Each approved Netlab exercise is worth 1 Unit).  You can get credit for some Netlab Exercises can be found on the following web site: 

http://college.cengage.com/psychology/brehm/social_psychology/5e/students/netlabs.html 

Go to the website,  then select an approved Netlab (see below)

Write a brief summary of responses made, and your reactions to the exercise.  Make sure you connect the exercise to the textbook topics/concepts!
Approved exercises (and chapter) are:



Psychology today—The cultural context (chap 3)



What is a Group (chap 8)



What’s your “GQ” (Gun Quotient)? (chap 11)



Which Jury Consultant wants you? (chap 12)

Category C.    The Afinal exam@ consists of four essay questions, of which you should answer three.  These essay questions are integrative in the sense that integrating concepts from multiple chapters will be required.  This exam will be completed Aat home@ and you may use your textbooks while working on the exam.  The exam is included in this packet, I encourage you to read the exam questions early and often throughout the course.  Feel free to make notes on the questions as you move through the course/textbook, the questions draw upon multiple chapters so it would be helpful to stay organized.

Evaluation
Grades will be assigned on the basis of the number of points earned throughout the course.  

The at-home Introductory Section test is worth 25 points.

The tests for Sections 1 through 4 are worth 100 points each (total of 400 for 4 sections)
The 10 research exercise units will be worth a total of 100 points (10 points for each “unit”)

The at-home, open-book, cumulative Afinal exam@ will be worth 75 points.

The TOTAL number of points that can be earned is 600.

Your course grade will be based on the number of points you earn in the course, you will receive the highest grade for which your points qualify (see scale below):

AA@ grade: at least 552 points (92%)       AA-@ grade: at least 540 points (90%)

AB+@ grade: at least 528 points (88%)     AB@ grade: at least 480 points (80%)

AC+@ grade: at least 468 points (78%)   AC@ grade: at least 420 points (70%)

 AD@ grade: at least 360 points (60%)      “F” grade:  less than 360 points

Schedule


The suggested schedule is to complete about one chapter each week, also completing a research exercise unit every week or two.  In the final week you could do the cumulative final exam.  The University has a “grade entry” deadline that is at the end of the “regular” term (about May 1st), but students who are making satisfactory progress in an independent study course can be given an Incomplete (I) grade on May 1, with the understanding that you will complete the course with 20 weeks from the start of the term (around May 30th).   You may request an extension until the end of May, but realize that if you choose the later deadline the University policy is that you will have an “Incomplete” (I) grade posted to your account at the end of the “regular” term – this “I” would be replaced by the grade earned after you finish the course.  If you cannot finish the course on time, please contact the instructor promptly to discuss a reasonable revised deadline.  Please note that you should be more than half done with the course before requesting an extension.  Any extension request must be submitted in writing (e-mail or hard copy).  A suggested schedule is presented below.  Of course, you may move at your own pace and finish quicker (or use the full period – but try to avoid procrastination, which is the biggest pitfall in an independent study course).  IF YOU ARE ON FINANCIAL AID PROBATION OR ACADEMIC PROBATION, YOU NEED TO FINISH BY DECEMBER 11!!

The Suggested Schedule appears on the next page

SUGGESTED SCHEDULE Spring 2012
Weeks/Dates

Reading Assignments




Suggested Test Dates

Introduction and Research

Weeks 1-2

KFM Text Chapters 1 and 2



(E)Mail Introductory 

Jan 9-20








Test around Jan 20 

Social Perception

Weeks 3-5

KFM Text Chapters 3-5 



Schedule Section 1 

Jan 23-Feb 10








Test Feb 6 - 14
Social Influence
Weeks 6-8

KFM Text Chapters 6-8 



Schedule Section 2 

Fed 13-Mar 2








Test Feb 24 – Mar 15
Social Relations
Weeks 9-11

KFM Text Chapters 9-11 



Schedule Section 3 

Mar 6- Mar 23








Test Mar 20-Mar 28
Applying Social Psychology
Weeks 12-14

KFM Text Chapters 12-14 



Schedule Section 4 

Mar 27-Apr 13







Test Apr 9-17
FINAL EXAM COMPLETED AT HOME (OPEN BOOK)


(E-)Mail by Apr. 27th

You are encouraged to work on the Final Exam throughout the course

The FINAL Exam is cumulative, so it helps to think about it all term.

Read the FINAL at the start of the course, and review it periodically.

***Do NOT forget to complete your Research Experience Units.  You may turn these in at any time, but you are encouraged to do the exercises at appropriate times throughout the term.  These may be turned in via e-mail, U.S. Mail, or delivery to campus (Suite 101, Midway Center).

TESTING CENTER OFTEN CLOSES BETWEEN SEMESTERS (or Spring Break), PLEASE BE AWARE THAT YOU MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO TAKE TESTS AT THE CENTER AT TIMES DURING MARCH (or MAY).

In the hard copy version of the syllabus mailed during the 1st week of the term, attachments follow on next pages:


-Introductory Test – Chapters 1 and 2


-Field Research Projects


-Research Exercise Option: Social Influence Observation Project


-Final Exam (Available only in HARD COPY packet)

