Psyc 336 B Social Psychology

Introductory Test – Chapters 1 and 2
This test is Aopen book@ meaning that you may use your textbook.  However, this test must be completed INDIVIDUALLY B you cannot discuss the exam with anyone else.  The questions address ideas in chapters 1 and 2 of the Kassin, Fein, & Markus textbook.   While you may use the text as a reference, do NOT copy material form the text or other references B re-write ideas in your own words.  If you do need to copy a brief phrase or definition, enclose the material in quotation marks and cite the source and page numbers.  You should not have to use quotes more than once or twice (if at all) during this Test. 

Answer all Questions.   Submit your answers to the instructor by mail, delivery to Suite 101 at Midway, or e-mail (attach a file in Word, WordPerfect, or Rich Text Format)

1. How, exactly, is social psychology related to areas such as clinical psychology, personality, and sociology?  How is social psychology similar to and different from each area?  If a social psychologist investigated “aggression,” how would this person’s approach differ from the clinical psychologist and the personality psychologist?

2. What, exactly, is the interactionist perspective?  Please explain this perspective by applying interaction to explain why people help or don’t help  in emergency situations
3. What are the similarities and differences between the methodologies used in an observational study and an archival study?  Make sure you describe two similarities and two differences.
4. What are the advantages and disadvantages of correlational research and experimental research?  If a researcher wanted to study the hypothesis that playing violent video games increases one’s likelihood of behaving aggressively in other parts of one’s life, what would be the relative advantages of these two types of research?  Would one clearly be better?  If you had to choose just one of these types of research to study this questions, which would you choose and why?   
5. Why would social psychologists care about ethics and values?  What sorts of considerations are taken into account when examining the “ethics” of a proposed study?  Explain several safeguards and systems that can be used to protect participants?

6.  If I wanted to perform an experiment using students at Metropolitan State University, outline the steps I would need to do if I were to use both random sampling and random assignment to do this experiment within this population.  Assume the experiment has three different conditions and I want to have 30 people in each condition.  What steps would I have to do to ensure both random assignment and random sampling?  Be VERY Specific!!
